

















St Catherine’s School prospectus

hew to

With easy access to the city with its museums, theatres and galleries, to the beach,
harbour and sporting venues and to the universities, St Catherine’s is perfectly situated.
Our location provides your daughter with a rich array of educational, sporting and
cultural opportunities — all just beyond our gates.

As a K-12 day and boarding school

on one campus, St Catherine’s gives
your daughter access to outstanding
educational facilities. Being on one
campus allows students to move
between the two areas of the School
and, whether in the Junior or the Senior
School, she will use the swimming pool

and the specialist areas for drama, sports,

music, science, art and technology.
We even have our own museum to
preserve the history of St Catherine's!

The light-filled colourful Junior School,
with its own Integrated Learning Centre
and Library, has extensive display spaces
which feature student writing, art work
and projects —a wonderful insight into

the richness of a St Catherine’s education.

Everywhere, the classrooms open to
outside areas and to quiet withdrawal
spaces. The corridors are learning
areas of their own, and inside the
rooms teachers and students have
access to interactive whiteboards

and other technologies.
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Having completed our magnificent
award-winning Sports Centre in 2002,
we re-designed our main Senior School
learning spaces in 2006. The Isabel Hall
Wing has won architectural awards
for design and for environmental
sustainability. Our students tell us that
both are important and we encourage
them to engage responsibly with the
needs of the future. Itis a 2Ist century
environment for 2st century learners.

The Dame Joan Sutherland Centre

for the Performing Arts incorporates

a drama theatre, recording studio, ballet
studio, band room, and music practice
and teaching areas. The theatre foyer
provides an exhibition and rehearsal
space, as well as an area for medium sized
school functions. The Independent Learning
Centre and Student Meeting Room
overlook the lawns and swimming pool.

Throughout the School our high
technology computing facilities are
regularly accessed by students. Your
daughter will have before and after school
access to computing and study facilities

in the Independent Learning Centre and
the Senior School Library. Everywhere
technology supports learning.

The Boarding House, Uniform Shop, Deli,
Before and After School Care facilities
and Staff Créche are all on the same site.
For studentsin Years |1 and |2 there are
kitchen facilities and a Year 12 Common
Room, built around a sunny courtyard.
For worship and quiet contemplation,
the Chapel is a focal point of the School’s
Christian ethos.

Beautiful gardens and quiet niches create

a sense of space, with mature trees and
breathtaking views over the ocean.
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As she changes and grows, we share your hope that your daughter will explore
her interests and be inspired to leam. Passionate, well-qualified teachers will be the
role models to inspire your daughter on a dalily basis.

Whether in learning a musical
instrument, pursuing her studies or
being involved in sporting or cultural
pursuits St Catherine’s aims to nurture
your daughter’s individuality and expand
her choices by offering her a range of
opportunities suited to her interests
and abilities.

Junior School

Science, Mathematics, Languages and
History teachers from the Senior School
conduct classes in the Junior School as
part of our challenge programme or for
special occasions. The contact between
Senior and Junior School girls enhances
relationships across the School and
provides many opportunities for peer
support, mentoring and leadership

at all levels.

In the Junior School, the innovative
Multi-Age Investigations bring together
students with the same burning
questions to answer. It could be What's
inside the human body? What makes
colour? Why is night dark? or something
entirely different.

By Year 6, the question is: passion,
comedy or information as the focus of
your public speech? Which eminent
person for your multi-mode enrichment
project?
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Senior School — Years 7-10

Learning to learn is a powerful tool for
your daughter and in Year 7 she will
enter the world of Applied Psychology
to develop a deeper understanding

of her own brain, learning style and
personal learning preferences. These
are hertools for negotiating her learning
with teachers and making the most of
her strengths; after all, auditory right-
brained learners learn differently from
left-brained, visual learners, don't they?

Every girl is different and her
programme of learning should reflect
this. At St Catherine’s no two girls
have exactly the same programme and
in the Senior School choices start in
Year 7: Japanese or Indonesian, French
Beginners or French Continuers?

In Years 7 and 8 every girl studies
English, Mathematics, Science, History,
Geography, Design and Technology,
Drama, Music, LOTE, Visual Arts,
PDHPE and Christian Studies plus
Applied Psychology for Year 7. The
Semester and Consolidation Courses
open to Years 8,9 and 10 allow your
daughter to explore a wide range of
subjects, sampling some and pursuing
others at greater depth. Look at what's
on offer: Development Geography,
Textiles Expertise, Visual Arts: Digital
Media, Musical Theatre, Tuning into the

60’s and much, much more. Of course
the important essentials like English,
Mathematics and Science continue to
be a focus of the curriculum and strong
foundations are laid for Years |1 and 12
studies in all subjects.

As your daughter grows and changes,
her interests and abilities will change
and develop. By having these diverse
opportunities, making decisions
semester by semester and planning her
School Certificate programme over
Years 8-10, your daughter learns about
herself and develops good decision-
making skills before the important
choices of the Senior years.

In every year, your daughter will engage
with important questions of faith
through her Christian Studies lessons.
Learning about how to study will be an
important part of her education and
you as a parent can join in through our
Parent Programme and on-line support.
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Steparing

What does your daughter want to be when she leaves school?
Who knows. Only she can decide.

THE HSC Years

Years Il and 12 offer a wide range of
study options for the Higher School
Certificate. St Catherine’s offers all levels
of English and Mathematics, as well as
Extension courses in History, Languages
and Music. High numbers of students take
up these challenges. TAFE Courses are
available for the few students wishing

to undertake vocational studies as part
of their Higher School Certificate.

Independent analysis of our HSC

results shows that 94% of our students
achieve results better than expected.

St Catherine’s high achievers win
scholarships to top Australian universities
—and some overseas.
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Your daughter will be encouraged to
accept nothing less than her personal best
and to seek out new experiences and
challenges to extend her horizons.

Generally about 90% of St Catherine's
students continue into further education,
of these a vast majority attend university.
Their areas of study are as diverse

as the girls themselves, varying from
Social Work, Science, Design, Business,
Education and International Studies to
Media, Health and Law. Everywhere in
every field there are St Catherine’s girls
making a difference.

We do know that in her time at

St Catherine’s your daughter will be
offered opportunities to explore her
future directions. Whether through
participating in Year |1 Work Experience,

taking partin Year 10 Careers Testing
and Counselling or browsing in the
Careers Room, she has a wealth of
information and support. A busy and full
programme of Careers talks, University
visits and Information Sessions opens

up possibilities which can be further
explored by research. Our Parents and
Friends’ Association has funded parent
and student access to Career Central, an
informative and thorough on-line careers
programme. We WANT parents to be
fully involved.

Forthose interested and selected,

the innovative Executive Shadowing
Programme allows students to spend
aweek working with a female executive
in public or corporate life. The insights
are immeasurable!

As we look forward [0 years and picture
a St Catherine’s girl approaching the end
of Year |2, who will she be?

» She will be an individual who might
come from any ethnic or faith
background, with her own unique
character and abilities, strengths and
weaknesses, interests and potential.

She will be a confident, articulate
young woman — a critical and reflective
thinker, with the intellectual maturity
and ability to tackle new situations and
challenges.

She will be a person of character and
conviction, who has thought through
her own response to the Christian
faith, and who is ready to serve and
lead others in whatever context she
finds herself.

She will have her own appreciation

for the arts and for sport, and will have
a network of rich relationships with
other students and staff that will be
with her for life.

She will take her place confidently
in society, and make a difference
wherever she goes.

She will be herself. This is our
vision for your daughter.
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